Kingdom of the Ganges—Chapter 3, Section 2

I. Aryan civilization

A. Knowledge of these nomadic migrants from Europe is very limited.

B. They were great warriors, fought in chariots with bow and arrows.
1. They loved eating, drinking, music and dice games.

2. They valued cattle—for food and clothing.

C. Aryan society was divided into three groups:

1. Brahmins (or priests)

2. Kshatriyas (or warriors)

3. Vaisyas (herders, farmers, artisans & merchants)

4. There became a fourth group called Sudras, who were any non-Aryan servant or manual laborer.

a. This gave rise to a formal classification of social groups that people were born into and could not change (called the Caste system).

D. Most of what we know about these people comes from the Vedas, which is a very old collection of prayers and religious teachings in India.

E. Aryan religious beliefs

1. They were _______________. (polytheistic)

a. The most powerful god was Indra (god of war) whose main weapon was the thunderbolt, announcing rain was coming.
b. The importance of water to this civilization is proven by the fact this is their most powerful god.
2. Brahmins offered sacrifices of food/drink to please the gods.

3. Gradually, beliefs changed in two major ways:
a. They came to believe in a single spiritual power that resided in all living things (which they called Brahman).

b. Many, many people began to devote their entire lives to seeking spiritual “truth” through yoga, meditation, etc. (This is known as “mysticism”.)

II. Expansion and change

A. Aryan tribes were led by chiefs known as Rajas, who were the most skilled warriors, usually elected, and ruled with the advice of a council of elders.

B. In a short time these Aryan nomads learned farming, breeding cattle, & making iron weapons; soon they carved small villages out of the tropical rainforests around the Ganges River.

1. Many rajas struggled with each other to control trade &/or social life in these riverside villages.

2. By 500BC, they had developed writing (called Sanskrit) and a common culture between Aryans and Dravidians.

III. There are two major works of Aryan literature that mix history, adventure, mythology, and religion.

A. Mahabharata—a story about five royal brothers, the Pandanas, who lose their kingdom and have to fight to regain it.
1. One episode is the Bhagavad Gita, which is a sacred Hindu text about the soul’s immortality and the importance of duty.

B. Ramayana—tells the story of Rama, who rescues his beautiful bride Sita, from a demon-king…all with the aid of a monkey-general named Hanuman.

1. This tale was added to over the years by priests and poets who wanted to teach their audiences certain moral lessons.

2. One example is that Sita was the ideal woman who remained loyal and obedient to her husband through many hardships.

